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THE MANCHESTER mu-
nicipal elections are next 
Tuesday, so I should write 

about why the Union Leader 
was wrong in just about every 
one of its endorsements. But we 
do agree on one thing: baseball. 

Ron Paul supporter Lisa 
Gravel over Bill Shea, who has 
been so dedicated in years of 
service to his constituents? Are 
you kidding me? Joe Levasseur, 
with his endless capacity to 
embarrass the Queen City, and 
his Ed McMahon, Will Infan-
tine, for aldermen at large? Oh, 
come on. Mayor Ted Gatsas’s 
own worst enemy would not 
wish on him a board of alder-
men with Joe Levasseur and 
Will Infantine.

I have had significant differ-
ences of opinion with incum-
bent aldermen Dan O’Neil and 
Mike Lopez, but they work hard 
and care about the city. They do 

not engage in personal attacks 
or level wild accusations, unlike 
Levasseur, whose most recent 
reckless speculation was that 
supporters of firefighters were 
committing arsons around the 
city. 

But then I read that the 
teachers’ union had refused 
to endorse long-time school 
board member Chris Herbert 
over Mayor Gatsas, despite 
Mayor Gatsas’s efforts to un-
derfund Manchester schools 
throughout his career. Ben 
Dick, the president of the Man-
chester Education Association, 
said the organization’s board 
did not believe that they should 
choose a candidate because he 
might be a better option than 
his opponent. Mr. Dick, that is 
exactly why you endorse a can-
didate, because he or she might 
be a better choice.           

If educators can’t bother to 

endorse candidates with a long 
history of supporting public 
schools, then I’m going to write 
about something that really in-
terests me, and on which I and 
the Union Leader editorial page 
have agreed this fall: baseball. 

The amazing effort by the St. 
Louis Cardinals to both reach 
the playoffs and win the World 
Series was a joy to watch. It 
also was a stark contrast to the 
collapse by the Boston Red Sox, 
amid reports of pitchers Josh 
Beckett, John Lackey and Jon 
Lester drinking beer, eating 
fried chicken and playing video 
games in the clubhouse during 
games. Compare that to New 
Hampshire’s own Chris Car-
penter, pitching Game 7 of the 
World Series on three days’ rest. 

I had the misfortune to be at 
the Sept. 4 game, when John 
Lackey suffered an 11-4 loss to 
the Rangers. It was a bad game, 
so lacking in effort that in the 
6th inning I left my seat and 
spent the next hour walking 
around the Fenway complex. 
Little did I know that members 
of the pitching staff had taken 

a walk throughout the season, 
hanging out in the clubhouse 
and ignoring their workout 
regimens. 

It is not cheap to attend 
games at Fenway. The ticket 
prices are high, the beer expen-
sive and parking prices outra-
geous. If you are a working guy 
named Sean from Revere who 
wants to bring his 10-year-old 
to a game, be prepared to work 
overtime to cover the cost of ad-
mission and hot dogs. Yet flock 
to Fenway the faithful do, year 
after year, putting in the effort to 
support their team. In 2004 and 
2007, that loyalty was rewarded. 
The owners were happy, the 
team was happy, and the fans 
were happy, a perfectly cali-
brated union of interests.

That all disappeared in this 
season horribilis. Despite 
bad economic times, the fans 
bought tickets. A number of 
seats at each game are swooped 
up by corporations and the 
financially fortunate. But walk 
around the grandstand and 
you still see working families 
who have scraped together the 
money to bring their kids to 
Fenway’s field of dreams in a 
New England right of passage. 
But millionaires Lester, Lackey, 

Beckett were too busy imbibing 
their Budweisers to do what the 
working stiffs of Red Sox Nation 
were doing: cheering on their 
team. 

Worse, these athletes, whose 
job it is to stay in shape over 
the course of the season, failed 
to remain in the condition 
necessary to win just the one or 
two more games they needed 
to make the playoffs. Like mem-
bers of Congress, they collected 
their checks, but did not do 
their jobs. It is almost enough 
to incite members of the Nation 
to grab their blankets and tents 
and head to Yawkey Way to 
Occupy Fenway and demand 
lower ticket prices and a team 
as committed to winning as we 
are. 

Yet even in autumn snow 
storms, hope springs eternal. 
The Red Sox are saying that 
next year will be different. New 
Hampshire’s own Ben Cher-
ington is taking over as general 
manager. In his first remarks as 
GM, Cherington promised to 
restore a level of accountability 
in the clubhouse, and identify 
the things that need to be done 
differently to have the kind 
of success that Red Sox fans 
deserve. He sounds like the real 
deal. Congratulations to Cher-
ington, and here is hoping that 
icing on the cake of the 100th 
anniversary of Fenway Park will 
be a 2012 World Series victory.

Kathy Sullivan is a Manchester attorney 
and member of the Democratic National 
Committee. She was chairman of the state 
Democratic Party from 1999-2007.

City elections are so frustrating, let’s talk baseball

MANY New Hampshire 
landowners, includ-
ing myself, who own 

agriculture and forestland have 
been following the “tree stand 
lawsuit.” 

In this lawsuit, filed in 
April in Hillsborough County 
Superior Court, a Manchester 
deer hunter is suing a farmer 
in Epsom. In short, the hunter 
claims the farmer gave him 
permission to use his deer 
stand if the hunter would shoot 
coyotes on his farm. The hunt-
er fell out of the deer stand, got 
hurt and sued the farmer. The 
farmer’s story is much differ-
ent. He says he never met or 
spoke to the hunter and never 
had a deer stand, and now he 

will have to pay thousands of 
dollars just to defend himself 
and his family in a lawsuit that 
has been brought against him. 

I encourage you to go to the 
New Hampshire Farm Bureau 
website (www.nhfarmbureau.
org) and read in detail the 
article by Rob Johnson titled 
“Lawsuit Targets Landowner 
after Fall From Tree Stand.” 

I, like many New Hampshire 
landowners, got an early start 
as a landowner. For me it was 
age 11 in 1956 when my two 
older brothers and I were 
encouraged by our father, the 
late Gov. Meldrim Thomson, to 
purchase a 125-acre woodlot 
in Orford. Today, my wife 
Sheila and I own the Thomson 

Family Tree Farm, which totals 
2,800 acres that we open and 
share with the state and the 
public.

In a recent New Hamp-
shire Sunday News column, 
landowner John Harrigan said 
it best: “It is a privilege to use 
our private lands.” John, I and 
many other landowners over 
the years have witnessed the 
pain, cost and frustration of 
vandalism to our properties 
by a few bad apples. Some of 
us have had good reasons to 
close off our lands and access, 
and no one could blame us 

for doing so. I have served 
on three state boards: Forest 
Licensing, Current Use and 
Assessing Standards, with 
more than 25 years of service 
representing the interest of 
landowners, and I understand 
their issues and concerns. 

Recreation is a big indus-
try in New Hampshire, both 
in dollars and jobs, and its 
success is due in large part to 
private landowners sharing 
the land base with our state 
and public. One example is 
snowmobiling. This single 
recreational sport in one year 
contributes, both directly and 
indirectly, $1.2 billion to our 
state’s economy. Eighty-four 
percent of all snowmobile 

trails are on private lands
Rep. Gene Chandler, Sen. 

Andy Sanborn and other state 
officials and landowner orga-
nizations are looking to review 
and refine our states laws to 
protect our landowners. This is 
good news, and I compliment 
them for doing so. I encourage 
the House, Senate and gover-
nor to come up with a bill that 
once and for all will protect 
landowners who are willing 
to open and share their lands. 
This needs to be done in the 
next full session, and during 
the discussion we must have 
the true stakeholders at the 
table: the private landowners.

Today, I reach out to all 
landowners who are nervous 

and frustrated and ask for their 
patience to give our elected 
officials the opportunity to fix 
this problem. I also ask our 
elected officials to take this 
matter seriously and correct 
it in this upcoming legislative 
session.

Our generous landown-
ers provide the land base 
that is the fuel that runs our 
state’s recreational economic 
engine. If we ignore or fail our 
landowners, we will witness a 
domino effect of posting and 
losing access to private lands, 
and we will have no one to 
blame but ourselves.

Tom Thomson is co-owner of Thomson 
Family Tree Farm in Orford.

Landowners must be protected from frivolous lawsuits
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Kathy Sullivan

Laws must be enacted to 
limit motorcycle noise

To the Editor: Motorcycle noise 
has become intolerable through-
out this city and state. 

There is no longer anyplace, 
anywhere, to find a place for 
peace, solitude and quiet, thanks 
to these motor-bicycles. These 
selfish, narcissistic individuals 
apparently have no regard for 
anyone but themselves.

There is no reason a motor-
cycle should emit any noise at all; 
many motorcycles are as quiet 
as cars.

The people of New Hampshire 
should stand up and say “no 
more!” If I behaved as loudly as 
these people, I would be ticketed 
for disturbing the peace and 

possibly arrested for disorderly 
conduct. However, for some 
reason, if you do it on two wheels, 
it is allowed.

In New Hampshire there is 
no longer a quiet beach to go to 
or field to relax in. The sound 
permeates every apple orchard, 
downtown eatery,  private back-
yard, every mountain and valley, 
every lakeside and even inside 
our own private homes. The 
sound carries for miles; before 
the sound of one joyrider is gone, 
another is there to fill its place. It 
is incessant and belligerent. 

It is pathetic that courtesy and 
respect have to be legislated, but 
apparently, that is what will have 
to be done.

THOMAS J. DePUY
1445 Bodwell Road, Manchester
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Dana-Farber/New Hampshire Oncology-Hematology

Wednesday, November 16, 2011 

6:00 – 8:00 pm

Dana-Farber/New Hampshire  
Oncology-Hematology

40 Buttrick Road,  
Londonderry, NH 03053

www.dana-farber.org/londonderry 

Separating Hope from Hype: 
How to Find Reliable Cancer Information 

�

When faced with a cancer diagnosis, it’s easy to  

become overwhelmed with the amount of information 

available. With so many resources online and in print, 

it is sometimes difficult to know if the information is 

accurate, up to date, and from a reliable source. 

Join us for an engaging discussion with experts  

from Dana-Farber Cancer Institute who will explore 

how to find accurate and trustworthy information 

about cancer.  

To register, contact Carla LaPorte at (603) 552-9125,  

carla_laporte@dfci.harvard.edu.� 

This event is free and open to the public.  

Light refreshments will be served at 6:00 pm.

At the Same Location for 21 Years

People’s United Bank Building
28 Jones Rd·Milford, NH 03055 

1-800-225-7264
603-673-9311 WWW.RCNH.COM
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www.upstairsdownstairsdesign.com

Monday - Friday: 9am - 5pm
Saturday by appointment

603-625-5800
82 Webster Street
Manchester, NH

Decorate 
the Season
with new 
draperies, 
slipcovers 
& blinds

22 Concord St. • Manchester, NH

603-935-9740
www.fi refl ynh.com

drop on in

Modestly upscale, our lounge is the perfect 

place to relax and unwind. A tempting menu 

perfect for sharing plates.

Serving Lunch Mon-Sat  11:30 am - 4pm
Serving Dinner  Mon-Th 4 pm - 10 pm;

Fri-Sat  4 pm - 11 pm;  Sun 3 pm - 10 pm
Sunday Brunch 10-3

10 x 20 Private Garage
ONLY $145/mo

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

RV/BOATS • CARS

Don’t leave your car 

out in the cold...

TAKE BACK 

YOUR GARAGE!

SAVE
10%

*

*With this coupon. 

NO GAMES. NO GIMMICKS.

12 Autumn Ln • Bedford, NH

Phone: (603) 472-4442

www.self-storageNH.com
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